THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
neophytes who had just spoken, he said : fc To use a hackneyed
word in no hackneyed frame of mind, they have been charm-
ing/ Maintaining the lighter vein, he borrowed a metaphor
from the theatre to characterise the (Jovonunent :
* We have been accustomed, in the occasional visits we
have made of a playgoing character, to soe death on the
stage becoming very active life in tin* given-room immedi-
ately after.    The late (krvcrnmcnt dial on the stage.   It
went to the dressing-room, changed some of its superficial
clothing and its name, and, behold, it is in front of us now,'
He understood that the Session was to be short, the House
having been called together to deal with Irish affairs.
* I return/ he said, * to this House after four years' absence.
There is a strange familiarity about the place, even, I am
glad to say, in the Front Bench, Iwt I almost pinch myself
to assure myself that I am not; dreaming.   What a strange,
magical transformation has taken place in the opinions of
right hon. gentlemen opposite.   All my parliamentary life
has been summed up in the Irish controversy and its conse-
quences.   I can remember the right hon, gentleman standing
where I stand now and my right hon. friend sitting where
the right hon* gentleman sits now, and I can remember
those furious onslaughts.   I can remember when the very
name of the Party was changed in order that they might nail
to the mast the flag of Unionism,   Hon, Members are there,
but where is the Party ?   Where is the name ?   The right
hon. gentleman has been so inconsistent as to say that it is
a Unionist Party.   He knows perfectly well that, when the
division takes place on the Irish legislation, if it were only
the Unionist Party that was to vote, he would be left in a
miserable minority.    Moreover, he went further.    I have
heard the right hon. gentleman from this box threaten the
country with civil war.*
Proceeding, he told how, for forty years, the Irish con-
troversy had held up all other legislation in this country.
Social reforms had been postponed, and now the Conservative
leaders said : * We have been wrong all the time ; we have
wasted the political life of this country all these precious
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